way elaborately carved with arabesques,
opening into one of the liwanat that lead
into the sahn of the mosque. On either
side of this door, projecting outward
from the enclosing wall, stood two taper-
ing minarets of stone with square bases,
the upper brickwork storeys being later
additions. At about half its height, the
northern minaret becomes octagonal,;
Inside its low^er part are spiral stairs
lit by rectangular windows which origin-
ally had stone grills pierced by interlacing
geometrical patterns made of the Shield
of David or the six pointed star. From
a distance the minaret gives the impres-
sion of a huge pepper pot standing on
a square pyramid. This mosque was
completed in 1003 A.D. by Al-Hakim who
can be called the Nero of Egypt. From
1010-13 AJD. is the period when decora-
tions and embellishments were added to
the mosque. It suffered severely in the
earthquake of 1303 A.D. when the upper
parts of the minarets, fell damaging a
considerable part of its interior and the
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